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AjeIlo (1) included Trichophyton gallinae among
cosmopolitan, zoophilic dermatophytes. Kral (6)
enumerates the following animals parasitized by
this species: wild and domesticated birds (ca-
naries, poultries, turkeys) and dog, Buhlmann and
Rieth (3) cat, dog and poultry. Georg (5) consid-
ered T. gallinae as specific for gallinaceous birds
and as a rare cause of disease of other animals and
man.
We found only few reports concerning T. gal-
linac infections of man in the recent literature.
The human disease described by Torres and Georg
(7) is in the opinion of these authors the second
verified human case. Flórián and Farkas (4),
Alteras and Conu (2) reported additional human
cases. In a recent comprehensive review of the
literature, we could not find any reports of further
cases of human infections by this species.
From 1949 to 1963 we identified about 2000
dermatophytoses of man and of some animals in
Czechoslovakia and encountered only the follow-
ing organisms: Epidermophyton floccosum, Micro-
sporum audouinhi, M. gypseum, Trichophyton
equinum, T. megninii, T. meatagrophytes, T.
rubrum, T. schoenleinii, T. tonsurans, T. verruco-
sum and T. violaceum.
In March 1962 our laboratory received a speci-
men from one scalp lesion (diagnosis: pityriasis
simplex capitis) of a 6-year-old girl. The hair and
skin scrapings were inoculated on Sabouraud's
glucose agar slants and incubated at 27° C. A
dermatophyte developed in the cultures which was
identified as T. gallinae. The small number of
hairs and skin scrapings excluded the possibility
of microscopical examination. Repeated examina-
tion of the lesion, the epidemiological search for
the source of infection and completion of some
indispensable clinical data were not possible.
Description of the fungus
The three weeks old colony of the fungus on
Sabouraud's glucose agar slant incubated at 27° C
measures 30 mm in diameter. It is circular, with
sharp margin, velvety, flat, richly and deeply—
mostly radially—furrowed. The margin of the
colony is grayish white and the remaining parts
pink red. The reverse of the colony is purple red.
The colony produces diffusible purple-red pig-
ment. The appearance of the colony does not
change in further subcultures. The reinoculations
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repeated 10 times in 3 months periods did not
cause any morphological change of the fungus.
The micromorphology is reduced. Slender
branching hyphae bear few solitary, sessile micro-
conidies only (about 3.5 in diam.). Terminal,
lateral and intercalary chiamydospores (5 z
in diam.) in limited numbers are present. Some
cylinder-like, thin-walled, smooth, 3—5 septate
sessile macroe onidies (5 X 20 i) are observed.
Spirals, pecLinate hyphae, nodular bodies and
chandeliers were absent.
The macro and micromorphological comparison
with 2 strains of T. gallinae were made. (One
strain was obtained by the courtesy of Dr. L. K.
Georg—Atlanta, Georgia the second from Dr. E.
Flórián—Budapest.) Our isolates of T. megninii
were also compared. All these observations and
the results of some other examinations were in
agreement with the properties of typical T.
gallinae.
At the time of the isolation of the described or-
ganism no strain of T. gallinae was present in our
laboratory. The possibility of contamination of
the culture can be therefore excluded.
SUMMARY
The isolation of Trichophyton gallinae from
tinea capitis of a 6-year-old girl was described.
This is probably the first observation of infection
with T. gallinae in Czechoslovakia, and one of very
rare human T. gallinae infections in the world.
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